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   My wife Gail (I-STEM coach at East 
Elementary) and I know firsthand the 
advantages of a one-room schoolhouse.   
For several years, we taught at a K-12 
school in rural Montana, where first 
graders enjoyed their daily lunch 
with high school seniors, and where 
everyone participated in school events 
such as the homecoming parade.  
    Thanks to a grant from the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC), 
five teachers and more than 100 
students took advantage of the one-
room concept. The twist? The “room” 
was the Missouri outdoors. 
    On three separate days, Toye 
O’Brien’s second graders, Amy 
Bjugstad’s kindergartners, and 
Joyce Wren’s first graders, all from 

NATURE: 

On Wednesday, May 
27, teachers at East 
Elementary continued 
their tradition by 
lining up and waving 
to the students on the 
last day of school.  As 
the students departed 
on their buses, 
teachers stood on 
the front parking lot’s 
edge facing Highway 
F to wish their 
students a wonderful 
summer.  In the words 
of one teacher, “I 
still get chills and 
teary eyed with this 
amazing tradition. 
The bus drivers honk; 
the kids wave; its 
awesome.”

East teachers wave to students as they begin summer

East Elementary, traveled to Bray 
Conservation Area, just west of Rolla.   
    They, however, did not go alone.         
    When they boarded the bus, WHS 
ninth graders were waiting, with an 
empty seat next to theirs. On the way 
over, the nature-partners-to-be got to 
know each other a little. By the time we 
stepped off the bus at Bray, everyone 
was more than ready for the first 
activity: a nature scavenger hunt. 
   Both elementary and secondary 
students had prepared for the trip, 
although in different ways. Elementary 
students studied some of Missouri’s 
animals and the skill of looking 
closely at things.  Ninth graders 
wrote children’s stories. The story 
requirements were simple: 1. Use a 
Missouri animal in its natural habitat 
as a main character; 2. Use the story to 

Early elementary and high school 
students enjoyed field trips to the Bray 
Conservation Area west of Rolla. Continued on page 2

The Original 
One-Room School



teach an important positive message; 3. 
Present the story, in a creative, effective 
way. 
   Gail and I had walked the nature trails 
at Bray and had fine-tuned a scavenger 
hunt list for the group. It included items 
such as Dogwood blossoms, moss, a 
tree with a hole in it—you get the idea. 
As the partners headed up the trail, 
ninth graders helped scout for items, 
while their partner took notes on the 
clipboard.  At the high point on the 
trail, we all stopped for a few absolutely 
quiet minutes to look and listen for 
sights and sounds of the forest. 
   After the scavenger hunt, the group 
split up and elementary students took 
advantage of Bray’s nature learning 
centers, with the help of MDC 
Education Consultant Moses Ong and 
his staff. Ninth graders conducted 

weather observations, recording soil, air 
and water temperatures, wind velocities, 
relative humidity and dew point. 
   At lunch, everyone sat together, 
enjoying the day and their new 
friends. As lunch ended, ninth graders 
conducted final rehearsals for their story 
presentations. When performance time 
arrived, some read their story in reader’s 
theatre format; others acted the story 
out. In every case, the story finished to 
applause and good follow-up questions 
from the attentive audience. 
   Of course, the trip pursued multiple 
Missouri learning standards, both 
in elementary science and in both 
elementary and secondary reading and 
writing. Beyond that, the trip served 
another powerful agenda: getting kids 
into the real world and breaking down 
arbitrary barriers between children of 
different ages. After returning to their 
respective schools, students reflected 
on their experience and expressed 

themselves in writing. Ninth graders 
sent a packet of stories to East so 
that the students could read them for 
themselves. 
    How did students feel about the 
experience? Letters from East students 
included these:
   Thank you for making the books. I 
loved them. The snakes were very cool. 

Lucas
First Grade

   Will you ever do it next year? I hope 
you will. 

DeWayne
First Grade

   The first thing that was my favorite 
part was meeting you, Gabby. Next, 
working with you, Gabby. Also, you 
eating lunch with me, Gabby, and going 
back to school with us. Thank you for 
inviting us!

Hailey
2nd Grade

Nature 
Continued from page 1 

Members of the community and school officials handed out scholarships and awards totaling $6 million, if utilized over the 
next four years, to the Class of 2015 during Honors Night on Tuesday, May 19. Among the many awards, State Rep. Steve 
Lynch presented a resolution to each of the eight valedictorians. The Class of 2015’s accolades include: 
    • 31 students with GPAs of 3.5 or greater with the Presidential Award of Excellence
    • 77 students with GPAs of at least 3.5 that received the President’s Award for Educational Achievement
    • 35 students were given the award for outstanding achievement to the top 10% of the graduating class by Gov. Jeremiah W. 
           (Jay) Nixon and the Missouri State Board of Education     
    • 87 received college preparatory certificates, 87 earned vocational certificates and 59 earned vocational passports
    • 23 students enlisted in the service of the nation through the five branches of the military or joined ROTC



161 seniors completed the 
requirements to receive the 
A+ Scholarship, which pays 
tuition for 2 years at a Missouri 
community college and is also 
accepted for scholarship by 
many 4-year institutions in our 
state

Class 
of 

2015



Rotary Club receives
Partners in Service Award
    The Rotary Club of Pulaski County 
received the 2015 Partners in Service 
Award from the Missouri Community 
Service Commission during its 
Annual Celebration of Service and 
Volunteerism banquet in Jefferson 
City on Thursday, May 7.  The award 
presentation was accompanied with a 
proclamation from Missouri Governor 
Jay Nixon.
    The Partners in Service Award 
recognizes outstanding organizations, 
both for-profit and not-for-profit 
from across the state, who recognize 
the importance of service and then 
encourage and instill those values in 
their members.
    Last year, the 42 members of 
the Rotary Club of Pulaski County 
provided more than 350 hours of 

The Rotary Club of Pulaski County members Dick 
Mazanec, Jim Standfast and Don Murray are pictured 
with Maleah Hendricks and Dr. Kim Hawk of the 
community resource office for the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, which oversees the Snack in the Pack 
program, along with AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps 
VISTA members.

The Waynesville R-VI School District’s lunch team served up 1,098,354 meals (trays of food) during the 2014-15 School Year! 

service to the community. 
They also donated more 
than $5,000 to support 
community projects with 
a key focus being the 
Waynesville R-VI School 
District’s Snack in a Pack 
program. This year Rotary 
donated $1,300 worth of 
peanut butter and jelly in 
December to help supply 
food to 315 Waynesville 
students over the 
Christmas break. 
Additionally, 14 Rotarians 
volunteered 22 hours to package the 
food during the weekly packing times.
    Additionally, through a partnership 
with the Waynesville-St. Robert 
Chamber of Commerce, Rotarians 

helped present the Choices Program 
to all 28 eighth grade classrooms in 
Pulaski County. By partnering with 
Drury University, the Rotary Club gave 
600 dictionaries – one to each third 
grader in Pulaski County.

Phil Tackett, president of 
the Waynesville-St. Robert 
Chamber of Commerce, 
presented the chamber’s 
$250 Right Choice Scholarship to WHS seniors Catherine Pollman, who 
plans to attend Missouri University of Science and Technology; Brianna 
Bolin who plans to attend Wyoming Catholic College; and Kellsie 
Herrmann who plans to attend William Jewell College. Not pictured is 
Salenna Hedgepath who plans to attend Drake University. Adam Dye, 
the chamber’s ambassadors club president, presented the Community 
Minded Ambassadorial $250 Scholarship to Brent Hudson who plans to 
attend Missouri State University (MSU).

Dr. Adkins recognized the following JROTC Drill 
Team members for their success at the Army 
National Drill Championships: Steven Berrios, 
Nathan Betz, Kelsey Blink, Austin Camplejohn, 
Donovan Dunaway, Isaiah Flippin, Isaiah Gathings, 
Mark Handley, Tim Hutchings, Matthew Jones, 
Celeste Montijo, Niya Moon, Peter Oberwager, 
Oliver Pagel, Collin Ronje and Zackary Sieber.



    The Waynesville R-VI School District will offer free breakfast and lunch on 
Mondays through Fridays from June 1-26 for children* and disabled adults** through a 
special program as follows:   
    Who: Children* ages 0 to 18; and disabled adults**
    When: June 1-26.  See each building for breakfast and lunch times.
    Where: Waynesville High School, Waynesville Middle, 6th Grade Center, East 
    Elementary, Freedom Elementary, Partridge Elementary, Wood Elementary 
                 and Williams Early Childhood Center
    Days of the Week Meals are Served:  Monday - Friday
    This program is administered by the Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services, P.O. Box 570, Jefferson City, MO 65102. In accordance with Federal law and 
U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TTY).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
    For more information about the free meals, call Food Services at 573-842-2099. 
More info is also available on the web at http://www.dhss.mo.gov/sfsp. 
    **Eligible disabled adults over 18:  Eligible disabled adults are those who are 
determined by a State educational agency or a local public educational agency of a 
State to be mentally or physically handicapped and who participate in a public or non-
profit private school program established for the mentally or physically handicapped.

    Three Waynesville High School 
Tigers qualified for State in track and 
field out of sectionals at Blue Springs. 
They include: 
    Ariel Okorie
 1st 100 hurdles  14.81
 1st 300 hurdles   44.03 (new  
       school record)
 2nd long jump 18-5
 3rd high jump 5-2
    Megan Craven
 4th high jump 5-2

    Tammy Davison, a 7th grade science 
teacher at Waynesville Middle School, 
was named the Teacher of the Quarter 
through the Project Teach Recognition 
Program sponsored by Sellers-Sexton 
Ford Lincoln Mazda in St. Robert.  
    Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton 
presented Davison with a $100 stipend 
during the May 2015 Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education meeting. Sellers-
Sexton, which recognizes teachers 
who have designed creative classroom 
learning projects, selected Davison for 
her project “You Light Up my Life: A 
study of electric circuits.”
    During the project, students learned 
the difference between parallel and 
series circuits, completed a venn 
diagram and figured out how to set up 
two bright and two dim lights at the 
same time.   

Davison named 
Teacher of Quarter 

Tammy Davison and Mike Freeman. 

Free breakfast, lunch June 1-26 
for children and disabled adults

    Najim Udchachon  
 1st 1600 meter run 4:27.76
    Ariel Okorie qualified for State in all 
four of her track and field events.  She 
also broke her third school record; this 
time in the 300 hurdles.  
    Megan Craven got through on misses, 
finishing fourth in the high jump.  
Najim Udchachon won the 1600 meter 
in a personal best time of 4:27.76 in an 
outstanding performance.  

3 compete at state track, field

The Waynesville R-VI Board of Education and district leaders thank everyone for 
an outstanding 2014-15 School Year and wish everyone a happy and safe summer.  

Waynesville Tiger Battalion JROTC 
members helped hand out programs 
and lead the Pledge of Allegiance 
during the Memorial Day service at 
the Missouri Veterans Fort Leonard 
Wood Cemetery on Monday, May 25. 
BG Kent Savre, commanding general 
of Fort Leonard Wood, and Walter 
Dixon, a Korean War POW survivor, 
spoke at the event.   



Super Sessions

Dr. Brian Henry presented 
four Super Sessions in 
May. Left two photos, Piney 
Ridge Center staff listen as 
Henry shares praises about 
them; right two photos, 
Williams Elementary staff 
enjoy his surprise when he 
is presented with chicks 
hatched at the school, 
knowing they were really 
going to return to a farm 
and not going to his home. 
Two photos below, Thayer 
Elementary staff heard 
updates and praises, as 
well as the Waynesville 
High School staff (pictured 
at very bottom).  
 

    Dr. Brian Henry delivered 
praises to staff at Piney 
Ridge Center, Williams Early 
Childhood Center, Thayer 
Elementary and Waynesville 
High School in May. 
    At Thayer Elementary, 
Henry praised the team for 
    • being innovative in their 
instruction and use of teaching 
strategies, yielding high 
student outcomes on common 
assessments and MAP tests  
    • receiving recognition 
of deep implementation 
in Professional Learning 
Communities. He noted how 
students are in charge of their 
own learning
    • implementing Positive 
Behavior Support and earning 
the Silver Award again this year 
and also having the number of office 
referrals going down
    • involving parents in their school, 
especially through the school carnival, 
which was a huge success
    At Piney Ridge Center he praised 
the team for:
    • establishing a great tone for the 
new school building and encouraging 
students to come to school
    • all staff members attending trauma 
sensitivity training – voluntarily 

    • hosting monthly activity nights for 
students who have fewer than three 
missing assignments and no discipline 
resulting in ISS
    • building positive relationships with 
students and the hospital staff 
    At Williams Early Childhood 
Center, Henry praised the team for: 
    • aligning curriculum to the Missouri 
Learning Goals (MELGS)
    • CSE and PACE partnering together 
with the same curriculum and having 
a united front when working with 

students to help decrease the 
developmental delays
    • the marked, measurable, 
positive growth of students, which 
continues through to kindergarten 
    • helping students to succeed 
socially through the implementation 
of Preschool PBS. Henry 
congratulated staff members for 
achieving a 95/100 on the PBS set 
in April and for earning the Bronze 
Level recognition for PBS 
    • building individual data binders 
so that each student can observe his 
or her progress 
    At Waynesville High School, 
Henry praised the team for
    • having administered 
approximately 360 AP exams 
this year and having 511 student 
requests for AP courses next year
    • successfully administering 
the ACT exam to all juniors and 
concurrently hosting seniors in 

service learning projects, sophomores in 
college and military visits and freshmen 
on field trips
    • having seniors spend the day 
making a difference in the community
    • seeing measurable success through 
the PLC process, including geometry 
students meeting the 80 percent 
proficient or advanced goal on all five 
standards and drivers ed meeting the 80 
percent proficient or advanced goal on 
11 of the 13 standards


